the konde condition

NINDITYO ADIPURNOMO'S FASHION OF KONDE - THE TRADITIONAL JAVANESE HAIRPIECE

soted in the realms of Javanese

tradition, the konde continues to be

an inseparable part of the tormal
ndonesian dress code. ‘Nationalized’, the
Javanese hairpiece did undergo a transfor-

mat particularly roliowing a free flow of

NOmen wearing this
specific hairpiece will only think of how to
abide by tradition’ and fashion, the konde
has become a metaphor to visualize burgen
ne and repressive strategies in real lite
MNindityo Adipurnomo, an artist of note
Jent ‘..r'_. with the konde. His I'1.'*‘|I|' 15
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and traditions, the konde was close to his
daily life. He saw how his mother wore the
bun that made her lock even more lovely
but he also saw her collect her “waste hair’ to
use it as a fill-in to make her konde large and
beautitul, and when there was enough
waste-hair, she had a hairpiece made
Sometimes the ‘waste hair' was sold to a
vendor who used to come by to collect hair
to make hair pieces tor sale

As he admired the beauty of the konde

that completed his mother's and grandmaoth-

ar's attire, he often let his imagination
wander into realms that wonder about the
real contents of the hair bun

Little did he foresee then, that it would

be his major tool of expression. Early in his

artistic life he became fascinated with the
culture in which he was born and raised into
manhood. Initially he was drawn to dance

He followed instruction in Bedoyo, a
Javanese dance that is said to symbaolize the
highest achievement during samed (medita
tion) by clesing nine human orifices and
deflating al' bad desires. "All | wanted was
actually to know in depth and understand
he revealed
He came to understand that this mythica

the ground plan of the dance”

court dance, usually performad by nine girl
dancers of advanced spintual attainment
requ redah -..'|.h level ot introspectve ab ity
n tact it was a maor reatureg ot the gance
As he started painting, he found he could

not very well visualize the element ol
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